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TN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel Claims 19 and 21 without prejudice or disclaimer of subject 
matter. Please amend Claims 3, 4, 6 to 8, 20 and 22 as shown below. The claims, as 
pending in the subject application, read as follows: 

1 . (Original) An image search apparatus which searches for 

an image by using 

image storage means for storing a plurality of images, 

region information storage means for storing partial images included in the 

respective images stored in the image storage means in correspondence with the respective 

images, and 

region feature storage means for storing features of the partial images stored 
in the region information storage means in correspondence with the partial images, 
comprising: 

image feature designation means for designating a feature of a search target 

image; 

candidate image determination means for searching features of partial 
images in the region feature storage means on the basis of the feature of the image which is 
designated by said image feature designation means, and determining an image which is 
made to correspond to a partial image obtained on the basis of a search result as a candidate 
image from the images stored in the image storage means; and 

search result display means for displaying a reduced image of the candidate 
image determined by said candidate image determination means, 
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wherein said search result display means displays a reduced image of the 
candidate image upon enlarging the partial image included in the candidate image. 

2. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 1, characterized in that 
when a plurality of candidate images axe obtained on the basis of a search result, said 
search result display means displays reduced images of the plurality of candidate images in 
the form of a list. 

3 . (Currently Amended) The An image sea r ch apparatus according 
to claim 1 , characterized in that which searches for an image by using 

image s to rage m e ans for stoiing a plurality uf images, 

i c giuu information storage means for storing partial images included in t he 

re sp e ctive images stuied in the imag e st o rage means in co r respondence with t he respective 

images, and 

legi u u feature s t orage means f o r st o ring fea t ures uf the partial images stored 
in the region information storage means in c o r r es p ondence with the partial images, 
c o mprising ? 

image fea t ure d e signation m e ans f o r designating a feature o f a Maxell target 

image, 1 

candidate image dct e iminati o n means fui seaiching featmes of part i al 
images in Hie region f e ature sto r age means on the basis of the fea t u r e of the imago which is 
designated by said image fiat me designation means, and dUumming an image which is 
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made to correspond Lu a plurality ofpartiri images uUaiu c d on the ba *i & uU s e arch Lcsul t 
as a tcUJ didatc image from fee image d ^uied i" fee imagi storage luumi, and 

g,uuch iciull display means for displaying a reduuL J image of fee candidate 
image deteunincd by *»aid candidal^ image diluminati oii means, 

wherein said search result display means displays a reduced image of the 
candidate image upon enlarging a the plurality of partial images included in the candidate 
image. 

4. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim I [[3]], 
characterized in that said search result display means synthesizes the plurality of partial 
images to generate a new single partial image, and displays the new single partial image as 
a reduced image. 

5. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 4, characterized in that 
said search result display means generates a new single partial image by synthesizing the 
plurality of partial images while a relative positional relationship between the plurality of 
partial images is kept. 

6. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1 [[3]], 
characterized in that when the plurality of partial images partly overlap, said search result 
display means generates a new single partial image by synthesizing the plurality of partial 
images. 
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7. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1 [[3]], 
characterized in that sizes of the plurality of partial images are unified to a predetermined 
size. 

8. (Currently Amended) An image search apparatus which searches for 

an image by using 

image storage means for storing a plurality of images, 

region information storage means for storing partial images included in the 

respective images stored in the image storage means in correspondence with the respective 

images, and 

region feature storage means for storing features of the partial images stored 
in the region information storage means in correspondence with the partial images, 
comprising: 

image feature designation means for designating a feature of a search target 

image; 

candidate image determination means for searching features of partial 
images in the region feature storage means on the basis of the feature of the image which is 
designated by said image feature designation means, and determining an image which is 
made to correspond to a partial image obtained on the basis of a search result as a candidate 
image from the images stored in the image storage means; and 

search result display means for displaying a reduced image of the candidate 
image determined by said candidate image determination means in a plurality of patterns 
that include s an enlarged partial image. 
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9. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 8, characterized in that 
said search result display means displays the plurality of reduced images in the form of a 
list. 

\ 0. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 8, characterized in that 
said search result display means displays a reduced image of the candidate image. 

1 1 . (Original) The apparatus according to claim 8, characterized in that 
said search result display means displays a reduced image of the partial image used to 
determine the candidate image, 

12. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 8, characterized in that 
said search result display means alternately displays the reduced images at the same position 
one by one in an automatic manner. 

13. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 8, characterized in that 
the apparatus further comprises switching means for switching display of the 

reduced images in said search result display means, and 

said search result display means alternately displays the Teduced images at 
the same position one by one on the basis of a switching instruction from said switching 
means. 

14. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 1 , characterized in that 
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said search result display means displays the reduced image in an area with a predetermined 



size. 



1 5 . (Original) The apparatus according to claim 1 , characterized in that 
the partial image comprises a rectangular image having a region surrounded by a 
circumscribed rectangle of a predetermined object region included in the image. 

16. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 1, characterized in that 
said search result display means displays a reduced image of the candidate image while 
emphasizing the partial image included in the candidate image. 

1 7. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 1 , characterized in that 
the region feature storage means stores, as a feature of the image, at least one of concept 
information expressing a concept obtained from the partial image, language information 
expressing the concept in a language, an image feature expressing a feature of the partial 
image, and a combination of the concept information, the language information, and the 
image feature. 

1 8. (Original) An image search method for an image search apparatus 

which can be connected to 

an image storage unit which stores a plurality of images, 
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a region information storage unit which stores partial images included in the 
respective images stored in the image storage unit in correspondence with the respective 
images, and 

a region feature storage unit which stores features of the partial images stored 
in the region information storage unit in correspondence with the partial images, comprising: 
an image feature designation step of designating a feature of a search target 

image; 

a candidate image determination step of searching features of partial images 
in the region feature storage unit on the basis of the designated feature of the image, and 
determining an image which is made to correspond to a partial image obtained on the basis 
of a search result as a candidate image from the images stored in the image storage unit; and 

a search result display step of enlarging the partial image included in the 
determined candidate image and displaying a reduced image of the candidate image. 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently Amended) An image search method for an image search 

apparatus which can be connected to 

an image storage unit which stores a plurality of images, 

a region information storage unit which stores partial images included in the 

respective images stored in the image storage unit in correspondence with the respective 

images, and 
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a region feature storage unit which stores features of the partial images stored 
in the region information storage unit in correspondence with the partial images, comprising: 
an image feature designation step of designating a feature of a search target 

image; 

a candidate image detennination step of searching features of partial images 
in the region feature storage unit on the basis of the designated feature of the image, and 
detenmning an image which is made to correspond to a partial image obtained on the basis 
of a search result as a candidate image from the images stored in the image storage unit; and 

a search result display step of displaying a reduced image of the determined 
candidate image in a plurality of patterns that includes an enlarged partial image. 

21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Currently Amended) A computer readable recording medium storing 
a program ddiuul in ulaiai 21 for causing a computer, which can be connectedto 

an ima ge storage uni t which stores a plurality of images, 
a repifin information storage uni t which stores partial images 
included in the respective images stored in the image storage unit in correspondence with 

the respective images, and 

a region feature storage un it which stores features of the, partial images in the 
re flirtti information storage unit in c o rrespondence with the partial images, to execute 

an image feature designa t ion step of designating a feature of a search target 

image; 
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a candidate image determination step of searching features of 
nartial images in the region feature stora g e unit on the basis of the desipnateri feature? of the 
image, and determining an ir o «p* which is made to correspond to a partial image obtained 
on the basis of a search result as a candid a te image from the images stored in the image 
storage unit: and 

a search result display step of enlarging the partial imapft included in, the 
determined candidate image and displayi n g a reduced image of the candidate image . 
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